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ALYSSA ADINA JAMES 
McGill University 

aaljames.com 

 
EDUCATION 

2024  Ph.D., Department of Anthropology, Columbia University 
2021  M.Phil., Department of Anthropology, Columbia University 
2017  M.A., Department of Social Anthropology, York University 
2011 B.Sc. Hons. (Distinction), Psychology & Equity Studies, University of Toronto 
 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

2026–  Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, McGill University 
2024–2026 Postdoctoral Scholar, Society of Fellows in the Humanities, University of Southern California 
2024–2026 Teaching Fellow, Department of Anthropology, University of Southern California 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

Refereed Journal Articles 
2025 James, Alyssa A. L. “Elements of Coffee: Prose Poems for Food Futures.” Gastronomica, 25(4): 103–

106. 
2025 James, Alyssa A. L. “The Commodity Strange: Trouillot, Coffee, and the Edges of Capital.” 

Transforming Anthropology, 33(2): 86–88. 
2025 James, Alyssa A. L. “Tending to the Future.” Small Axe, 29(2): 100–108. 
2012 James, Alyssa. “Breaking all the Rules” Teaching Education, 23(1): 1–8. 
 
Book Reviews & Translations 
2026 James, Alyssa A. “Lustful Appetites.” Gastronomica. Forthcoming. 
2023 James, Alyssa A. “Making Better Coffee.” Gastronomica 23(4): 98–100. 
2022 James, Alyssa A. “Black Food Matters: Racial Justice in the Wake of Food Justice.” Transforming 

Anthropology 30(2): 167–168. 
2020 Charlotte, R. “Sous Influence” Small Axe 24(3): 194. Translator James, Alyssa A. 
 
Manuscripts in Preparation 
n.d. Revival Grounds: Coffee, Heritage, and Speculative Endurance in Martinique. Book manuscript. Solicited by 

Stanford University Press and University of Pittsburgh Press 
n.d.  “Coffee and the Pursuit of Excellence,” American Anthropologist 
n.d.   Ashes to Ashes. Speculative fiction novel manuscript. 
 
Other Publications 
2024 “Martinique’s Vie Chère Protests and the Fight for Caribbean (Food) Justice,” Stabroek News. 

December 16. https://www.stabroeknews.com/2024/12/16/features/in-the-diaspora/martiniques-
vie-chere-protests-and-the-fight-for-caribbean-justice/ 

 

FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS 

2025 “Write to Change the World” Public Scholarship Workshop, The OpEd Project in collaboration with
 the American Anthropological Association 
2023 Setha M. Low Engaged Anthropology Award, American Anthropological Association 
2022 Wenner-Gren Foundation Dissertation Research Grant 

https://aaljames.com/
https://www.stabroeknews.com/2024/12/16/features/in-the-diaspora/martiniques-vie-chere-protests-and-the-fight-for-caribbean-justice/
https://www.stabroeknews.com/2024/12/16/features/in-the-diaspora/martiniques-vie-chere-protests-and-the-fight-for-caribbean-justice/
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2022 Society of Fellows/Heyman Center for Humanities and Humanities New York Public Humanities 
 Graduate Fellowship 
2022 Graduate School of Arts & Sciences International Travel Fellowship (Alternate) 
2022 Columbia University Life Racial Justice Mini-Grant 
2022 Association of Black Anthropologists Johnnetta B. Cole Student Travel Award for 

participation in the American Anthropological Association Meetings (Baltimore) 
2021 Columbia University Life Racial Justice Mini-Grant 
2021 Office of Academic Diversity and Inclusion Diversity Project Grant for Zora’s Daughters podcast 
2021 Arts & Science Graduate Council Diversity Initiative Grant for Zora’s Daughters podcast 
2020 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Doctoral Fellowship, 2020-2023 
2020 Weatherhead East Asian Institute PhD Training Grant 
2019 Columbia University Summer Language Fellowship for International Students 
2016 Michael Baptista Graduate Student Essay Prize, York University 
2016 Paavo and Aino Lukkari Human Rights Award, York University, 2016-2017 
2011 Dan Delorey Award for Dedication to Athletics at Woodsworth College, University of Toronto 
2010  Alpha Phi Canadian Centennial Scholarship, Alpha Phi International Women’s Fraternity 
2010 Toronto Area Alumnae Panhellenic Scholarship, Toronto Panhellenic Association 
2008 Marie Parkes Memorial Award for Leadership in Athletics, University of Toronto 
2007 Queen Elizabeth II Aiming for the Top Scholarship, 2007-2008 
2007 Pierre Karch and Marie O’Neill Karch Entrance Scholarship for Excellence in French, Woodsworth 

College, University of Toronto 
 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

2026 “Techniques of Suspension: Coffee, Heritage, and Speculative Endurance in Martinique,” Department 
of Anthropology, McGill University 

2026 “‘It’s Evolution Without Progress’: Techniques of Suspension in Martinique’s Coffee Revival Project,” 
Department of Geography, University of California, Berkeley 

2025 “Silencing the Present to Cultivate the Future: Heritage, Coffee, and Power in Martinique,” Culture, 
Power, Social Change Series, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles 

2025 “Silencing the Present to Cultivate the Future: Heritage, Coffee, and Power in Martinique,” 
Department of Anthropology & Sociology, University of Ottawa 

2025 “From the Ashes: The Volcanic as Method,” Department of American Studies and Ethnicity, 
University of Southern California 

2024 “Silencing the Present to Cultivate the Future” Anthropology Department Colloquium, University of 
Southern California 

2024 “Emerging Directions in Black Studies,” Department of African and African American Studies, 
Stanford University 

2023 “The Legacy of Zora Neale Hurston,” Culture and Media (Dr. Faye Ginsburg), Department of 
Anthropology, New York University 

2023 “Reparations,” Activist Anthropology: Toward Antiracism, Decolonization, and Anti-Oppression, 
Department of Anthropology (Ramon Louis Constan de Haan), The New School 

2023 “Fat Bodies,” Embodied Blackness (Dr. Tracie Canada), Duke University 
2022 “Q&A with Zora’s Daughters,” Making Sense of a Changing World (Dr. Janita Van Dyk), York 

University 
2022 “The Legacy of Zora Neale Hurston,” Culture and Media (Dr. Faye Ginsburg), Department of 

Anthropology, New York University 
2022 “A Conversation with Zora’s Daughters,” McGill Anthropology Racial Justice Working Group Event 

Series, McGill University 
2022 “Choosing Brilliance,” Using Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of Virginia 
2022 “Bringing B(l)ack Life to Scholarship: A Convo with Aimee Cox and Zora’s Daughters,” Ethnography 

& Social Theory Colloquium, Yale University 
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2021 “A Conversation with Zora’s Daughters,” Lambda Alpha and the Anthropology Students’ Association, 
California State University, Fullerton 

2020 “Public Scholarship and Anthropological Futures,” Interpretation of Culture (Dr. Paige West), 
Department of Anthropology, Columbia University 

2020 “Intermedia: Digital Humanities,” Building Publics: Introduction to Modes and Methods 
of the Engaged Humanities (Dr. María González Pendás), Heyman Center, Columbia University 

2020 “The Legacy of Zora Neale Hurston,” Culture and Media (Dr. Faye Ginsburg), Department of 
Anthropology, New York University 

2020  “Vulnerability and Resilience in the Caribbean,” The Anthropology of Climate Change (Dr. Paige 
West), Department of Anthropology, Columbia University 

2020 “Neither Here nor There: Race, Space, and the Relationship Between Martinicans and Haitians,” The 
Ethnographic Imagination (Dr. Maria Jose de Abreu), Department of Anthropology, Columbia 
University 

2019 “Techniques of the Body,” Interpretation of Culture (Dr. Audra Simpson), Department of 
Anthropology, Columbia University 

 

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 

Panels Organized 
2026 “The Caribbean Recursive: Speculative Horizons and Rhythms of Endurance,” Caribbean Studies 

Association, Kingston, Jamaica 
2025 “No Rest for the Revenant: Conjuring Ethnographic Ghosts and Reckoning with Haunting,” 

American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, Louisiana 
2025 “Navigating the Currents, Ecologies of Land, Labor, and Liberation,” ASWAD, St. Louis, Missouri 
2023 “Elements in Agriculture (Part I): Chemical Symbols” Co-chair and Organizer. American 

Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. Toronto, Canada. 
2023 “Elements in Agriculture (Part II): Material Metaphors”. Co-chair and Organizer. American 

Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. Toronto, Canada. 
 
Papers Presented 
2026 “Speculative Frequencies: Heritage and the Temporal Recursion of Coffee in Martinique,” Caribbean 

Studies Association, Kingston, Jamaica 
2025 “Michel-Rolph Trouillot in the World Economy: Peasants and Capital, Revisited,” Roundtable, 

American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, Louisiana 
2025 “L’Île des Revenants? Haunting, Return, and the Future of Ethnographic Engagement in the French 

Caribbean,” American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, Louisiana 
2025 “Fires Beneath the Water: Caribbean Tectonic Relationality,” ASWAD, St. Louis, Missouri 
2025 “Political Ecologies of Coffee in the Plantationocene,” Association of American Geographers, Detroit, 

Michigan. 
2024 “Nourishing Futures: Praxis at the nexus of care, solidarity and colonial racial capitalism,” Executive 

Roundtable Presentation, American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. Tampa, Florida.  
2023 “Island Feelings Across Time and Space,” American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. 

Toronto, Canada 
2023 “Elusive Excellence: Ideological Conflict in Martinique’s Nascent Coffee Industry,” Conference of the 

Association for the Study of Food and Society (ASFS) and the Agriculture, Food & Human Values 
Society (AFHVS). Boston, Massachusetts. 

2023 “Vexed Temporality: Coffee Time in the Caribbean,” American Ethnological Society Spring Meeting. 
Princeton, New Jersey. 

2022 “BIPOC Voices in Podcasting Roundtable” Humanities Podcast Network (New York) 
2021 “Don't Forget to Like and Subscribe: Anthropology Content Creation as Public Outreach,” American 

Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. Baltimore, Maryland. 
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2017 “Growing Pains: Haitianness in the Making of Martinican Identity” Poster session, Canadian 
Anthropology Society Annual Conference. Ottawa, Canada. 

2017 “The Materiality of Racialization in Martinique” at Graduate Student Research Conference, York 
University. Toronto, Canada. 

2017 “Growing Pains: Haitianness in the Making of Martinican Identity” at Center for Research on Latin 
American and the Caribbean Seminar Series, York University. Toronto, Canada. 

 
Discussant 
2026 “Anthropological Theory,” Graduate Student Paper Symposium, University of Southern California 
2022 “Ethnography of the Möbius Strip,” Anthropology Senior Thesis Symposium, Columbia University 
2021 “Ecologies of Repair,” On the Possibility and Impossibility of Reparations for Slavery and Colonialism 

Conference, The Society of Fellows and Heyman Center for the Humanities, Columbia University 
2017 “Between Experiencing and Ethnographizing in Practice-Based Research,” Canadian Anthropology 

Society Annual Conference. Ottawa, Canada. 
 

WORKSHOPS & SEMINARS ORGANIZED 

2026 Spring Colloquium with Paige West, “Kinship, Biocultural Sovereignty, and Ethical Collaboration: 
Reimagining Conservation in Papua New Guinea,” University of Southern California 

2026 Sites of Inquiry: The Body, with Deborah Thomas at the Society of Fellows in the Humanities, 
University of Southern California 

2023 “Reimagining Zora,” A Roundtable with Dr. Jennifer Freeman Marshall, Destiny Hemphill, Dr. Ryan 
Jobson, and Delande Justinvil, Columbia University 

2022 “Practicing Zora,” A Roundtable with Dr. Riché J. Daniel Barnes, Candice Hoyes, Dr. Kevin Quashie, 
and Dr. Autumn Womack, Columbia University 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
2026 Instructor, Food, Sex, and Power: An Anthropological Approach, University of Southern California 
2025 Instructor, Isle of Intellectuals: Cultural and Environmental Theory from Martinique, University of 

Southern California 
2025 Instructor, Food and Sex, Culture and Power, University of Southern California 
2023 Teaching Fellow, Mafias & Other Dangerous Affiliations, Naor Ben-Yehoyada, Columbia University 
2020 Teaching Fellow, The Ethnographic Imagination, Maria Jose de Abreu, Columbia University 
2019 Teaching Fellow, Interpretation of Culture, Audra Simpson, Columbia University 
 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

2024 “How to Network at Academic Conferences,” Cohort Sistas  
2023 “Scholarly Podcasting 101” Workshop, Northeastern Public Humanities Consortium Meeting 
2023 Q&A with Zora’s Daughters, Black Madison Voices Research Lab 
2022 “Scholarly Podcasting 101,” Heyman Center, Columbia University 
2022 “Homemaking—Language’s Capacity to Transform,” The Poetry Project 
2021 “Taking Account(s): Witnessing as an Act of Care,” The Luminary Arts 
2021 “Finding Joy in Community: Against the Individuality of Self-Care,” Zymeworks 
2021 “Honoring the Ancestors: Black Feminist Citational Praxis,” Strategies for Survival: Black Feminist 

Manifestos, Weeksville Heritage Center 
2021 “Getting Started with Scholarly Podcasting,” PublicsLab, CUNY 
2020 Co-host and creator of Zora’s Daughters podcast, a Black feminist anthropology podcast 
2020 “How to be a Better Ally to Black Women,” Wieden + Kennedy 
2020 Fieldwork Initiatives interview 
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FIELD WORK 

Feb–Dec 2022 Martinique: affiliation with Université des Antilles Archéologie Industrielle, Histoire, 
Patrimoine / Géographie- Développement Environnement de la Caraïbe Lab 

May–Aug 2019 Paris & Aix-en-Provence (Archives nationales d'outre-mer) 
March 2019 Martinique 
May–Aug 2016 Martinique 
 

SERVICE TO PROFESSION 

2025–  Gastronomica Editorial Collective 
2025  Co-Chair, Setha M. Low Engaged Anthropology Award 
2024  Member, Setha M. Low Engaged Anthropology Award 
2023  Manuscript review, American Ethnologist 
2019–2022 Editorial Assistant, Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism 
 

DEPARTMENTAL & UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

2020–2021 Cohort Representative, Anthropology Graduate Students’ Association, Columbia University 
2020–2021 Boas Seminar Coordinator, Department of Anthropology, Columbia University 
2019–2020 Organizer of Field in Translation, Department of Anthropology, Columbia University 
2016–2017 Student Representative, Executive Committee, Centre for Research on Latin America and the 

Caribbean, York University 
2009–2010 Vice-President, Assembly Affairs, Woodsworth College Students’ Association, University of 

Toronto 
2008–2009 Associate Vice-President, Equity, University of Toronto Students’ Union 
 

RESEARCH & PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2024– Nutrire CoLab, collaborative group of scholars co-laboring on topics related to food and 
nourishment 

2022– Specialty Coffee Research Group, group of scholars researching coffee 
2020–2021 Graduate Coordinator, Black Atlantic Ecologies Working Group, Center for the Study of 

Social Difference, Columbia University 
2015–2016 Graduate Assistant, Centre for Research on Latin America and the Caribbean, York University 
2013–2018 Writer & Content Marketing Consultant, Self-employed, Alyssa Writes 
2013–2014 SEO & Content Executive, Tug Agency (London, UK) 
2011–2013 Language Assistant, Éducation Nationale Martinique 
2010–2011 Research Assistant, Anaesthesia Department, Women’s College Hospital Toronto, observing 

and documenting implementation of WHO Safe Surgical Checklist on patient outcomes 
2009–2010 Research and Clinical Assistant, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health/Hincks-Dellcrest 

Center, study on gender variant children 
2008–2009 Research Assistant, Dr. Adam Green, tri-university study on same sex marriage, Department 

of Sociology, University of Toronto 
2007–2008 Research Assistant, Dr. Gretchen Kerr, Assistant Dean, Faculty of Physical Education & 

Health, University of Toronto 

LANGUAGES 

English (native), French (fluent), Martinican Créole (conversational), Spanish (conversational), German (basic) 
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PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

2024 Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora 
2024 American Association of Geographers 
2019–  American Anthropological Association 

Association of Black Anthropologists 
Culture & Agriculture 
Society for the Anthropology of Food and Nutrition 
Council on Heritage and the Anthropology of Tourism 
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